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plex phenomenon, it is necessary to identify the underlying logic behind actors’ differentia-
ted choices. Based on this, this study starts from the varied pathways of strategic autonomy,
extracts the common theoretical elements behind these choices, constructs a causal mecha-
nism of differentiated strategic autonomy, and develops a general theoretical explanation.
External dependence is treated as the logical starting point and precondition. Strategic pref-
erences formed through expectations of dependency relations shape the rationality of actors’
strategic choices, while role identity influences strategic autonomy choices as a moderating
variable. The calculation of interests involved in changing existing dependency structures
serves as the driving force that activates the core mechanism, and at critical junctures, this
mechanism promotes path substitution in the pursuit of autonomy. Through heterogeneous
case analysis, the core hypotheses are verified. Different combinations of these variables
produce differentiated strategic autonomy choices, and different pathways lead to different
outcomes. This finding deepens the theoretical understanding of strategic autonomy and pro-
vides a reference for evaluating strategic autonomy choices.
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strategic choice
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A Narrative Constellation Analysis of China’s Diplomatic Position and Orientation of
the Times
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[ Abstract] The East-West and South-North dynamics in China’s diplomacy contribute to as-
sessing key features of the international landscape, including power configuration, develop-
ment direction, and internal contradictions. At different historical stages of China’s relation-
ship with the world, the East-West and North-South narratives have continuously adjusted
their respective connotations and priorities in response to changes in international structure
and strategic relations among states, making the strategic contradictions in the international
landscape more specific and operable. Starting from conceptual clarification, mechanism
explanation, and analytical inferences, this article constructs a “ generation-combination-
evolution” analytical framework centered on the interaction between “ East-West” and
“South-North” narratives. Taking three historical stages since the founding of the People’s
Republic of China as empirical cases, it examines the formation, combination, and adjust-

ment paths of the narrative constellation in China’s diplomacy. As momentous changes of a
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like not seen in a century are accelerating across the world, historic changes are taking
place in the East-West and South-North dynamics. East-West relations have undergone his-
toric shifts marked by shifting dynamics, while the “East Rising, West Declining” para-
digm and Global South discourse have entered phases of adjustment, iteration, and mutual
construction. From the perspective of narrative constellation, it is possible not only to ana-
lyze the discursive context, shaping process, and practical orientation of the East-West and
South-North narratives, but also to grasp new dynamics more effectively in the adjustment,
differentiation, and regrouping of the international landscape.

[ Keywords] major country diplomacy with Chinese characteristics, position and orientation
of the times, narrative constellation, East-West and South-North, Global South
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Narrative Competition Between China and the US in Global Governance
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[ Abstract] The escalating narrative competition between China and the US in global gov-
ernance has become a critical lens for understanding the evolution of the global governance
system. By constructing a three-tier analytical framework of “meta-narrative—strategic nar-
rative—operational narrative” and following the “narrative-practice” dual-cycle logic, this
paper systematically compares the narrative practices of China and the US in the fields of
global development and security governance. It finds that the essence of the Sino-US narra-
tive competition lies in a process in which the Western narrative has fallen into a “validity
crisis” due to practical failures, while the Chinese narrative has enhanced its competitive-
ness through the accumulation of positive validity. The US-led liberal internationalist narra-
tive has fallen into a negative cycle of “swinging—introversion—dissipation” , with its nar-
rative credibility continuously eroding. By contrast, China’s “community with a shared fu-
ture for humanity” narrative has achieved a positive cycle of “coherence—expansion—ac-
cumulation” through successful landmark practices, steadily enhancing its narrative credi-
bility. The most likely scenario for the future of Sino-US narrative competition is the forma-
tion of a new form of “competitive coexistence” , in which discursive power in global gov-
ernance will gradually become decentralized and democratized. The rules and paradigms of
global governance will no longer be monopolized by a single hegemon but will be dynamical-
ly generated through the interaction and validity competition among multiple actors. This

study helps deepen the theoretical understanding of the evolution of global governance order
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