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two frames do not match it is difficult to achieve such acceptance. A comparison of the dif-
fusion of the EU’ s threat perception of China in the “Indo—Pacific” and Africa shows that
the intensity of issues and the identity of actors account for variations in its effects. Taking
approaches centered on these two factors may therefore help constrain the further diffusion

of the EU’ s threat perception of China.

How Is the Nordic Security Order Continuously Reconstructed? —An Analysis
Based on External Pressure Shared Identity and Discursive Practice

PENG Bo LI Xing

Since the end of the Second World War the subregional security order in the Nordic has
not been dissolved in the face of the impacts of Europeanization and NATO enlargement. In—
stead it has been continuously reconstructed amid the shifting international security envi—
ronment. The existing literature explains Nordic security cooperation from perspectives of
power structure regional identity or security discourse which however is unable to re—
veal the internal mechanisms driving the continuous evolution of the Nordic security order.
Taking the historical evolution of the post—=WWII Nordic security order as its subject this
article draws on analytical eclecticism to construct an integrated analytical framework built
upon external pressure shared identity and discursive practice. It finds that external pres—
sure functions as an exogenous variable driving transformations of the Nordic security order
while shared identity serves as an endogenous variable sustaining cooperation among Nordic
states and preserving the core of regional order. Through the construction and reproduction
of discursive practice both external pressure and shared identity have been ultimately
translated into relevant institutional arrangements and policy choices. Under the influence of
this mechanism the Nordic security order has undergone successive historical phases from
the “Nordic balance” during the Cold War to the preliminary institutionalization of regional
cooperation in the early post—Cold War era and from the rise of “Nordic solidarity” after the
Crimea Crisis to the deepening of subregional security integration after the breakout of the
Russia—Ukraine crisis and the start of the second Trump administration. It concludes that
the continuous reconstruction of the Nordic ( sub) regional security order hinges not merely
on changes in the external environment but also on the resilience and contextual adaptation

of shared identity alongside the corresponding discursive and policy practices.
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Joint Discussions by the Chinese and European Scholars on the EU’ s “7D
Framework” and lts Implications for China—EU Relations
MEN Jing



