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SUMMARIES

SUMMARIES

National Economic Security: Theoretical Foundations and Path Choices
Luo Yifu

National economic security can be defined as the state and capability of a nation’ s
economy lo maintain stable development without external aggression. Maintaining
national economic security refers to the actions and processes of resisting external threats
or aggression against the national economy and enhancing related national
capabilities. From the perspective of International Political Economy ( IPE) a
government’ s practice of maintaining national economic security can be divided into
three paths: global economic governance international economic diplomacy and
domestic economic governance. Theoretically economic liberalism dominated by the
concept of “laissez—faire and economic cooperation” and economic nationalism
emphasizing the logic of “government intervention and economic conflict”  occupy
opposite ends of the spectrum. The path of global economic governance in safeguarding
national economic security embodies the ideals of economic liberalism; the path of
domestic economic governance corresponds to the logic of economic nationalism; and
the path of international economic diplomacy lies between the two. Although the three
paths are based on different and even opposing ideas and theories differ in
implementation costs and applicable conditions and feature distinct policy tools they
all represent optional approaches in the systematic practice of safeguarding national
economic security and complement each other in effect. The appropriate path for a
country in maintaining its economic security is primarily influenced by factors or
circumstances such as the universality of its economic security problems the favorable
international political and economic environment and the country’s agency in
international affairs. China’s efforts to safeguard national economic security take
integrated development and security as the fundamental principle committing to
consolidating security through development and promoting development through
security. Compared to the practices of the United States and Western countries which
highly emphasize self—interest and confrontation China’ s practice highlights cooperation
and autonomy. In the future it will be necessary to pay more attention to the flexible
selection and combination of the three paths for maintaining national economic security
adapting to different times and circumstances.

Key Words: National Economic Security International Political Economy Global
Economic Governance International Economic Diplomacy Domestic Economic Governance
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