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Evolution of the U.S. “Indo-Pacific Strategy” in the Trump 2.0
Era and Its Impacts on Asia—Pacific Regional Economic Cooperation

JIANG Fangfei

Institute of World Economics and Politics Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

Abstract: With the advent of the Trump 2.0 era, the U. S. “Indo-Pacific Strategy” is expected to exhibit an
evolutionary trajectory marked by the relative stability of its strategic framework, a downward adjustment of
short-term objectives, and partial optimization of its pathways and measures. The new Trump administration
is likely to critically inherit and further refine the existing strategic framework while maintaining its core long-
term strategic goals. However, under the guiding principle of “America First”, alongside cost-reduction and
efficiency-driven imperatives, the focus of the strategy may shift from “comprehensive containment of China”
to “targeted containment of China”. In this context, a series of policy adjustments may be implemented,
encompassing the U. S. approach to competition with China, the management of regional alliances and
partnerships, the prioritization of key areas, and the selection of specific policy tools. The evolution of the
U. S. “Indo-Pacific Strategy” might exert profound impacts on regional economic cooperation in the Asia-
Pacific. It may exacerbate challenges such as the ambiguity of cooperative directions, distortions in the
dynamics of cooperation, the weakening of core cooperative institutions and platforms, and the erosion of
ASEAN’s unity and centrality. Meanwhile, it could create new historical opportunities for China to assume a
leading role in the resilient reconstruction of regional economic cooperation. In response to these opportunities
and challenges, China could adopt a more proactive role by constructing multi-tiered regional cooperation
frameworks, advancing the transformation and upgrading of cooperation models, and reshaping the regional
security architecture.

Keywords: Trump 2.0; U. S. “Indo-Pacific Strategy”; Asia-Pacific regional economic cooperation
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