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The Global Governance Initiative and Major-Country Diplomacy with

Chinese Characteristics

CHEN Zhimin WU Zhicheng SUN Jisheng Y1 Xianhe LIU Zhenye ZHANG
Shengjun REN Lin

Editor’s Note: The world is witnessing an accelerated evolution of great changes
unseen in a century, with notable shifts in the structure of international power.
Deficits in peace, development, security, governance, and trust are worsening by
the day. presenting formidable challenges to global governance. In the era of
“Trump 2. 0”, the United States has pursued unilateralism, protectionism, and
hegemonism, pushed for “decoupling and supply chain disruption”, and indulged
in “diplomacy of withdrawing from international organizations”. It has flagrantly
undermined the fundamental principles governing international relations, dealt a
heavy blow to the foundation of the existing global governance system, and further
shaken the bedrock of the current international order. At this critical juncture for
the international system, the times call for new concepts, institutions, and
solutions for global governance, and history demands that major powers fulfill
their responsibilities with pragmatic actions. On September 1, 2025, President Xi
Jinping put forward the Global Governance Initiative (GGI) at the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization Plus (SCO Plus) meeting, which effectively addressed
the widespread concerns of the international community and contributed fresh
Chinese wisdom to the reform of the global governance system. How should we
understand the contemporary significance of the Global Governance Initiative?
How can we interpret and expound on the global value and significance of China’s
path, China’s governance, and China’s principles in the new era? To explore these
questions, this journal has invited seven scholars with long-standing expertise in
global governance to conduct an in-depth analysis of the theme “The Global

Governance Initiative and Major-Country Diplomacy with Chinese Characteristics”



from diverse perspectives. It is expected that this will promote sustained academic
research on the historical context, contemporary significance, and implementation
measures of the Global Governance Initiative, and contribute to new achievements

in major-country diplomacy with Chinese characteristics in the new era.

From Benevolent Leader to Predatory Hegemon: U. S. Alliance Strategy in

the Trump 2. 0 Era

LIU Feng

Abstract: Since the start of Donald Trump’s second term, Washington has been
pressuring its European allies to assume a greater share of the security burden
while brandishing tariff threats indiscriminately, jolting the U. S, alliance system.
At the same time, the United States has also proactively ramped up its security
commitments and support for selected allies in the Asia-Pacific and the Middle
East. Neither traditional alliance theories centered on intra-alliance dilemmas nor
hierarchical theories grounded in relational authority fully capture the shifting
dynamics within America’s alliance network. At its core, the relationship between
the United States and its allies is a hierarchy anchored in alliance commitments,
and hierarchy itself has two faces. One relies on rewards, respects allies’
preferences and interests, and casts the United States as a benevolent alliance
leader. The other advances U. S. self-interest through extracting concessions
through pressure and coercion, displaying traits of a predatory hegemon. Faced
with relative power decline and domestic economic strains, the Trump
administration has reordered U. S. global priorities, recalibrating the relative
importance of Europe, the Asia-Pacific, and the Middle East and, overall,
accentuating the predatory dimension of hierarchy. Meanwhile, the U. S. alliance
system has become a crucial hinge linking its two central strategic aims-preserving
American primacy and advancing “America First”. Hierarchy, in turn, serves as
the principal lever for integrating international and domestic priorities. In this
process, the roles allies play and the degree of support they provide shape their
patterns of engagement with the Trump administration.

Key words: U. S. alliance strategy, hierarchy, international-domestic nexus,

American Primacy, America First



