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An Analysis of the Politicization of American Judiciary

Qiu Jing
(Institute of World Economics and Politics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract: The judicialization of American politics enables judges to hear cases of policy signifi-
cance and has a greater room for discretion, which in turn promotes the phenomenon of "judicial polit-
icization". Judges may resort to standards outside the law to make political decisions, which have
spawned political battles within the judiciary. In the politicization of the American judiciary, the ideo-
logical polarization of the American judiciary is becoming more and more serious, and has more and
more intense characteristics and trends, mainly reflected in the appointment of judges and judicial de-
cision-making. Today’s U.S. presidents focus primarily on ideological compatibility and reliability
when appointing federal justices; U.S. Republican and Democratic judges are largely divided by ideolo-
gy-all Republicans votes tend to be conservatism, and all Democrats votes liberalism. The increasing
politicization of judiciary in the United States is mainly due to the increasing social and economic ine-
quality, the intensifying culture war, the increasing political polarization of parties, and the increasing
influence of the judiciary by elite politics. The politicization of the American judiciary has affected the
authority and legitimacy of the judiciary, further deepening the phenomenon of political polarization
and social division in the United States.

Key words: American judiciary; judicial politicization; American political polarization; culture

war
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